
“Still Following?” 
Luke 8:1-3 

The focus of Jesus is going to the places and to the people 
who don't know him (1a) 

Literally, in the language of the New Testament, this 
verse begins by saying that Jesus "went in order" or in sequence. 
The emphasis is that Jesus wasn't just haphazardly going from 
here to there in an unplanned and unordered way, but rather, 
Jesus was systematically pursuing his purpose of bringing his 
presence -- the Kingdom of God -- to the people and to the 
places who didn't know him. There's no doubt that Jesus could 
have stayed in any one of the towns that he visited and could 
have met need-after-need that arose, but this wasn't his 
purpose. His ministry plan and purpose was to keep moving 
forward, taking his presence to those who needed him and giving 
people the chance to know him in their lives. 

(1) Allow someone to read 1 Corinthians 12:27. This verse is in 
the context of the use of spiritual gifts within the church, but 
what does this clear truth tell us about who the church -- you 
and me -- represents in the world today? 

(2) As the body of Jesus Christ at FBCSF, are we systematically 
and purposefully taking Jesus to the places and to the people 
who don't know him? How can we be more purposeful in this? 

(3) Within your group, take time to pray that God would make 
your group more intentional about bringing Jesus to the 
places and to the people who need to know him. 

The priority of Jesus is to preach the Gospel to the people 
who haven't yet heard (1b) 

While healing and casting out demons and raising the 
dead was a part of bringing the Kingdom of God to this earth in 
the person of Jesus, these acts would have been meaningless 
without the preaching of the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus' priority is seen in this summary of the focus and the work 
of his ministry, which revolved around preaching and proclaiming 
the Gospel to the people who had not yet heard it. As Jesus 
systematically went from town-to-town and village-to-village, he 
didn't just heal and help and head-out; rather, Jesus preached 
about the good news of the Kingdom of God that had come. He 
preached the good news of God's grace in calling sinners to 
repent and be saved. Jesus brought the Gospel to those who had 
not yet had the chance to hear the good news proclaimed! 

(1) Take a minute to read Luke 4:42-44. Why was it so important 
that Jesus go and preach the good news in all of these 
different places? 

(2) Is there a problem with the church helping people who are in 
need but not sharing the Gospel with the people that they 
help? Why or why not? 



(3) How should this fact about the ministry of Jesus impact our 
ministry and missions as a church today? 

(4) How is our faith family following Jesus in continuing to 
preach the Gospel to those who haven't yet heard? What 
about you? 

The kingdom of Jesus is made up of all those who will believe 
and follow him (1c-3a) 

This list of people and names may seem unimportant, but 
it shows the importance Jesus places on his followers. Most 
importantly, it shows two incredible things. First, Jesus' purpose 
in going to new places and proclaiming the Gospel was to call 
people to believe in and to follow him. Second, Jesus' followers 
were an inclusive group of people that included men and 
women, rich and poor, as well as outcasts and the in-crowd. 
What a beautiful picture that the Kingdom of God is open to all 
who will believe and follow Jesus! 

(1) Have someone read Galatians 3:26-29. As these verses are 
read, have the group close their eyes and allow this picture 
of God's faith family to be seen through the word of God.  

(2) Allow some to pray and to thank God for the inclusiveness of 
his Kingdom, which joins people of every nation and language 
together through their faith and identity in Jesus. 

(3) Look around your group, and ask the hard question of how 
well our faith family reflects the inclusiveness of the 
Kingdom of God? 

(4) What are some of the attitudes of our hearts that keep us 
from connecting with other believers who are not like us? 

(5) Pray that God would give us the eyes and heart of Jesus.  

The work of Jesus is supported by the generosity of the 
followers of Jesus (3b) 

The work of traveling from place-to-place and preaching 
the good news of the Kingdom of God doesn't allow for steady 
employment. Jesus and his followers couldn't stay in one location 
or have the daily responsibility of running a business and still 
fulfill the work of Jesus in taking the Gospel wherever it needed 
to go. As a result, God provided among the followers of Jesus 
men and women who had "means." In other words, there were 
people who were following Jesus who had the financial resources 
to support the work of Jesus. Most importantly, there were 
followers of Jesus who generously gave to support the work of 
Jesus in advancing the Kingdom of God and spreading the Gospel 
to those who needed to hear. 

(1) While there are those who exploit the Gospel for gain, true 
Gospel ministry that follows Jesus' example doesn't seek 
profit. So how does the work of Jesus still get done? 

(2) What did it mean that they gave out of their means? 
(3) Share about how your giving meets or falls short of the 

Gospel-driven giving that we see in this passage. Pray for it.


